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translated into personal experience, which is then read
back into the other selves, giving richer meaning to their
actions and expressions.

And it is not only in play that this imitation of, and
consequent fuller realisation of the meaning of, the
behaviour of others goes on. It is carried out also in
the serious relations of daily life, as when the little girl
of five or six years talks to, plays with, comforts, or
reproves a younger child in almost exact imitation of
her mother,

In this way the child's idea of his self early comes to
be the idea, not merely of his body and of certain bodily
and mental capacities, but also of a system of relations
between his self and other selves, Now, the attitudes
of other persons towards him are more or less freely
expressed by them in praise, reproof, gratitude, reproach,
anger, pleasure or displeasure, and so forth. Hence,
as he rapidly acquires insight into the meaning of these
attitudes, he constantly sees himself in the reflected light
of their ideas and feelings about him, a light that colours
all his idea of his self and plays a great part in building
up and shaping that idea; that is to say, he gets his
idea of his self in large part by accepting the ideas of
himself that he finds expressed by those about him. The
process is well illustrated by the case of the unfortunate
child who is constantly scolded and told that he is a
naughty boy.1 Under these conditions the normal child
very soon accepts these oft-repeated suggestions, learns
to regard himself as a naughty boy, and plays the part
thus assigned to him. Similarly, if he finds himself
constantly regarded as clever, or irresistibly charming,
or in any other light, he can hardly fail to regard him-
self in the same way, and the idea of his self moulded in
this way by his social environment affects his conduct
accordingly

The child's self-consciousness is, then, nourished and

moulded by the reflection of himself that he finds in the

minds  of his  fellows.   It is  hardly necessary to point

out that this is true, not only of the mental but also of

1 Cf. Kipling's story, Baa-baa, Black Sheep.